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By Steve Ayers
Staff Reporter

The Yavapai-Apache Na-
tion and the Town of Camp
Verde have had their share
of differences over the
years.

But recently a couple of
issues have brought the two
together - both having to
do with water.

Last week, in what can
only be described as un-
precedented., a contingent of
leaders from the Nation and
Mayor Tony Gioia pulled
together for some mutual

lobbying while they were
all in Washington, D.C., on
separate business.

The two issues of mutual
interest are the Nation’s re-
quest to form a negotiating
team to settle their water

rights claims on the Verde
River and a request to have
Fossil Creek and eventually
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the upper Verde River des-
ignated as Wild & Scenic.

The Nation has been
working on a water rights
settlement for more than
30 years. Recently, they re-
newed their effort and have
been lobbying their con-
gressmen, senators and fed-
eral agency officials to as-
semble a federally appoint-
ed team to finalize their
claims.

Last Tuesday, Tribal
Chairman Thomas Beau-
ty, Vice Chairman Norman
Smith and former Chair-
man Vincent Randall met
with the offices of four Ari-
zona congressmen and both
Arizona senators, John Mc-
Cain and Jon Kyl, to plead
their case.

Rep. Harry Mitchell was
the only one who met with
them personally.
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Yavapai-
Apache
Chairman
Thomas
Beauty (cen-
ter), Vice
Chairman
Norman
Smith, for-
mer chair-
man Vin-
cent Randall
(seated) and
tribal archae-
ologist Chris
Coder were
joined by
Camp Verde
Mayor Tony
Gioia (in hat)
while lob-
bying wa-
ter issues in
Washington,
D.C.
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“We were just basical-

ly letting them know what
were doing and giving
them an update.” Beauty
said. “We also made them
aware of our letters of sup-
port from Camp Verde and
Clarkdale.”

The Nation was request-
ed to get letters of sup-
port from the Verde Valley
communities before the
Department of the Interior
will allocate the funding
for a negotiating team.

Beauty said he would
be meeting with the Cot-
tonwood City Council this
week and the Nation has
requested meetings with
the Jerome Town Council
and the Sedona City Coun-
cil to gather their support.

On Wednesday, the Na-
tion’s representatives in-
vited Gioia to join them
in their lobbying effort to
designate Fossil Creck and

possibly the upper Verde
River as Wild & Scenic.

Beauty said their discus-
sions with agency officials
and congressmen on Fossil
Creck were very positive.

“They kept telling us
that the Wild & Scenic
designation was one gf the
top priorities to get 1t go-
ing,” Beauty said. “They
also said there was talk of
an immediate closure of
Fossil Creek because of all
the damage.”

Fossil Creek was once
home to many Apache
people.

The Wild & Scenic des-
ignation would provide a
level of federal protection
to keep the rivers in “free-
flowing condition to pro-
tect the water quality...
and to fulfill other vital
national conservation pur-
poses.”

Since Arizona Public
Service decommissioned
the two power plants in
Fossil Creek two years
ago, the area has been

E left, Camp Verde Mayor Tony Gioia, Yavapa
mr:rT Sr?ﬂth, Con%ressman Harry Mitchell, Chairman
Chairman Vincent Randall.

subjected to intense recre-
ational use and little polic-

ing by the Forest Service.
Contact the reporter at
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i-Apache Vice Chairman Nor-
Thomas Beauty and former
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