CHINOVALLEY

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

<

Chino Chamber News:
Businesses light up
Highway 89
PAGE 3

- of wild,
le River

chairman of the -

] ‘erde River Wild and

nic Coalition, was ecstatic

after receiving a letter from Gov.

Katie Hobbs stating her support
for the designation.

Hobbs stated in the letter that
she would like to add her voice
in support of Upper Verde River
Wild and Scenic River desig-
nation, protecting this unique
place for present and future gen-
erations.

“Arizona’s remaining free
flowing rivers, such as the
Verde, are treasures of biodi-
versity that provide rare habitat
for threatened and endangered
species and life sustaining flows
to urban areas,” she wrote.

Hobbs stated in the letter that
only six major perennial

Verde stands as Ari-
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'state’s vertebrate species, including
. 78% of breeding bird species, 89%
~ of bat and carnivore species, 83% of

native ungulates, and 76% of reptiles
‘ and amphibians. This includes 21

species listed under the Endangered

Species Act,” she wrote.

Hobbs said the Upper Verde River
also sustains rural communities. I
Yavapai County, 216,000 residents
‘participate in outdoor recreation

~ on or along waterways creating an
_annual $1 billion economic impact

‘and generating 9,400 jobs, according
7 izona Audubon Report and
pai County Fact Sheet.
rnor of Arizona, I sup-
eping the Upper Verde River
wing for families to recreate,
and for the vitality of Ari-
omy,” she wrote.
said it's significant that
‘the state of Arizona sup-
ation of the Upper

as Wild and Scenic.
can have an influence on
representatives,” he

the only entity that
deral designation to
 River.
her attention, con-
"he said.
bs works with

Prescott, Prescott Valley, Chino Val-
ley, Cottonwood, Clarkdale, Camp
Verde and Sedona. The proposal is
also backed by the Yavapai County
Board of Supervisors and Yavapai-
Apache Nation.

Beverly wants people to know
what the Wild and Scenic designa-
tion would do and would not do.

The Wild and Scenic designation
for the Upper Verde River would:

« Preserve this section of the river
in its current condition for its Out-
standing Remarkable Values which
focus on botany, fishery, wildlife,
scenery, recreation, cultural and his-
toric, and geology.

The management plan would be
created by the community and man-
aged by Prescott National Forest.

“It would be customized to this
river and it would be the communi-
ty’s river,” he said.

Beverly said the designation
would not:

« It would not change the existing
water rights.

« It does not change private prop-
erty rights.

« It does not guarantee the flow
of water.

BEVERLY SUPPORTS
LAND EXCHANGE

On another issue, Beverly is happy
with the environmental assessment
that Prescott National Forest has
completed regardingaland exchange
with Yavapai-Apache Nation.

“The Forest Service did an impres-

> sive job,” he said.

The

Yavapai-Apache Nation

- would trade lands that it owns near
Prescott National Forest for Forest

ice land near its reservation in
Verde.

his is a solid win-win for both
s,” he said.

B / said no one has opposed
; exchange. The land
ange gives the Forest Service
itiguous land making it eas-
nage and it gives the tribe
d that it could use for hous-

ch the reporter at the-
L.com.



